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Non-resident Indian workers can ‘make use of redressal platforms, forums,’ says Kerala HC
The HC disposed of a petition in this regard led by Lawyers Beyond Borders, an international network of legal experts that advocates the rights of
migrant workers.
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In a development that could bring huge relief for the Non- Resident Indian workers, especially those impacted in the time
of pandemic, the Kerala High Court has disposed of the writ petition led by Lawyers Beyond Borders (LBB), that sought to
address wage theft-reduced or non-payment of wages.
The petition also sought introduction of a transitional justice mechanism to address grievances of repatriated workers.
The High Court while disposing of the petition, directed that the petitioner or any aggrieved persons should make use of
the schemes and the provisions of the statutes, as well as the orders issued thereon from time-to-time for documenting the
claims and grievances of the returned workers.
The writ petition was led as a Public Interest Litigation by the petitioner. Lawyers Beyond Borders is an international
network of legal experts that advocate the rights of migrant workers.
The petitioner has also sought that all migrant workers, including those who may have become undocumented or are in
irregular status, should have access to legal remedies for unfair treatment at work place. LBB also submitted the
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importance to document the claims and grievances of the Indian workers returned to home states due to the pandemic.
Ithas also been informed to the court that there are mechanisms in place by which Indian workers can le complaints 
about their grievances. The platforms include an email of the Community Welfare Wing, round the clock helpline, Ministry
of External Affairs AD portal, Central Public Grievance Redress and Monitoring System portal etc.
The complaints received through the mechanisms are taken up by the embassies or diplomatic of ces with the employers
concerned for an amicable settlement. The court was also informed that India, through the embassies or diplomatic of ces,
maintains a panel of lawyers for any legal assistance and these empaneled law rms provide free initial legal advice to the
workers.
Subsequently, the workers can engage these law rms, if required, by executing a Power of Attorney (POA) in their favour
to represent them in a court of law in connection with their grievances. In case, the worker has exited the country without
registering a labour case or before the court proceedings are over, he/she can give POA to any lawyer or the embassy or
diplomatic of ce to pursue his or her case in the concerned court. If POA is given to the embassy or diplomatic of ce, then
the case would be followed through one of the empanelled lawyers.
"India is one of the most critical countries in the area of international migration and a vast number of these migrants
around nine million are in the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries; 70 percent of which are blue collared workers.
Since the beginning of the pandemic, hundred-thousand migrant workers have been repatriated to India from different parts
of the world. The number is expected to rise exponentially over the next few months. In the Middle East region alone, an
estimated ve million jobs will be lost, most of them are held by migrant workers. Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
had said that 74,849 out of 143,147 who returned from abroad -52 per cent- have lost their jobs," says the petition
submitted on August 17.
It's also pointed out in the petition that Kerala alone could lose nearly Rs 13,000 crore in annual foreign remittances with
more than four lakh Keralites who live abroad to return to home in the wake of the pandemic.
"It's because of the volume of Kerala migrant workers abroad that we submitted the petition at the Kerala High Court.
Many employers used the pandemic as a cover to not pay the workers. If the employers would not abide by the rules , we
would initiate contempt of court against them," Advocate Subhash Chandran, member of LBB told TNM.
Also Read: Lay-offs in Gulf countries could be catastrophic for Kerala economy, experts warn

Show us some love! Support our journalism by becoming a TNM Member - Click here.
TOP 

NEWS

STATES



FEATURES

FLIX

VOICES

ATOM

DELVE

HEALTH

MONEY

CORONAVIRUS

   

DOWNLOAD OUR NEW APP TODAY

About
Us

Disclaimer

Write to

Terms &

Us |

Conditions

TNM Brand Studio

©2020 The News Minute

TECHNOLOGY PARTNER ZYXWARE TECHNOLOGIES

https://www.thenewsminute.com/article/non-resident-indian-workers-can-make-use-redressal-platforms-forums-says-kerala-hc-132617

2/2

